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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22- have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 22 and 36-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Vardanyan et al (6,079,621 ). 

In regard to claim 22, Vardanyan et al. show in Figure 2, a credit-card sized 
apparatus capable of receiving and processing audio signals, comprising: a) a power 
source (power strip, item 4, col. 3, In 10-14), b) an input device capable of receiving 
human voice inputs (microphone, item 3, col. 3, In 22-25); and c) a data processing 
device capable of processing said human voice inputs (processor, item 2, col. 3, In 6- 
10). 
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In regard to claim 36, Vardanyan et al. show the system discussed above in 
which the data processing device is adapted to activate an application if a match is 
found in the comparison ("controlling access to ATMs or other security data", col. 4). 

In regard to claims 35 and 37, Vardanyan et al. show in Figure 2, a credit-card 
sized apparatus capable of receiving and processing audio signals that can compare 
voice patterns in a database (col. 3, In 47-62) and comprises a data provision unit and 
wherein the data processing device is adapted to activate the data provision unit, if a 
match is found in the comparison (activate the magnetic strip, Abstract). 

In regard to claim 38, Vardanyan et al. show the system discussed above 
wherein the data provision unit comprises a magnetic strip (Fig. 4, item 5, col. 4, In 6). 

In regard to claim 39, Vardanyan et al. show the system discussed above, 
wherein the data provision unit comprises a smart chip (EEPROM, Fig. 3, col. 3). 

In regard to claim 40, Vardanyan et al. show the data processing device is 
adapted to compare human voice inputs to the voice patterns of the database, with 
regard to the general voice characteristics (col. 3, In 47-60). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vardanyan et al. in view of WO 94/17498 (Laboton et al.). cited by Applicant. 

In regard to claim 23, Vardanyan et al. show in Figure 2, a credit-card sized 
apparatus capable of receiving and processing audio signals discussed above. They do 
not specifically show it contain a device that can output human-audible sounds. Labaton 
et al. show a credit card system for storing and retrieving transaction information. This 
system contains an audio transducer which can be used to output human audible 
sounds (Abstract, item 8). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to add this feature because it provides the system with 
more flexibility. 

6. Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vardanyan et al. in view of Rabin (6,081 ,782). 

In regard to claim 41, Vardanyan et al. show the system discussed above. They 
do not specifically show that the data processing device is adapted to compare human 
voice inputs to the voice patterns of the database, with regard to their word content. 
Rabin shows a system which includes features for recognizing voice patterns and word 
content (col. 7). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to add this feature because it provides the system with added 
security by not providing access to unauthorized users who don't know the correct 
commands (col. 2, In 10-14). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7621 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703-305-4827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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